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^ VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS AND U.S. MAIL ^ o m ^ 

^ Thomasenia P. Duncan z''* ^ 
(M General Counsel mm 3 SGPJm 
^ Federal Election Commission « SS}^ 
^ 999 E. Street, NW S Ji § 
^ Washington, D.C. 20463 ? <n ^ 

Re: MUR 6211 

Dear Ms. Duncan: 

This letter shall sen/e as the official response of the Amnenian National 
OommlttBe of America ("ANCA") to the complaint filed with the Federal Election 
Commisston designated as MUR 6211. This complaint was receh/ed t)y the ANCA by 
Septemtwr 7.2009. 

The Complaint Is Incorrect in alleging that the ANCA vtolated tiie Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended flhe Acf̂ . The ANCA dM not make any prohibited 
oontributions or expenditures under the Act. It is a nonprofit corporation and files tax 
retums as an I.R.C. § 501(c)(4) oiganlzatton. (Attached Dedaration of Kennetti V. 
Hachikian, para. 3.) It Is a certified nonprofit corporation under the District of Columbia 
Non-Profit Corporation Act. (See Certificate of Incorporation attached as Exhibit "A" to 
Hachikian Declaration.) Organizations organized in this manner (''501(c)(4)s') may 
engage in political activity, so long as that activity Is not the organization's primary 
purpose. ANCA's primary purpose is not political Invohrement; it is a civic advocacy 
organization. Furthermore, the communication was made to ANCA's email 
communication mailing list and accordingly Is not a prohibited expenditure under the 
Act. Finally, electronic mails are not a regulated "public communication' under the Act. 

As a registBred 501(c)(4) organization, ANCA sent these communications iegalty to its 
maOinglist 

The communications in question were electrons malls sent by ANCA's Executive 
Director Aram Hamparian, on ANCA letterhead, to its ANCA mailing list. (Attached 
Declaration of Aram Hamparian. Para. 2.) These communteations were only the second 
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time in the past five years that ttie organization has been involved with direct advocacy 
of a specific candkiate. (Hachikian Ded., para. 4.) The organization also creates an 
endorsement list of Congresstonal candkJales every two years that endorses 

1̂  approximately 210 candkJates. (Hachikian Decl., para. 5.) Ottier than these described 
CO activities, however, ANCA's primary purpose is dvk: engagement. (Hachikian Decl.. 
O para. 6.) Its usual activities include generating grassroots participation in the 

democratic process, fostering civic awareness and support on issues important to 
^ Armenian Americans, educating the public and public policy leaders about the Armenian 
ST Genockle, promoting stronger U.S.-Amnenia relations, and cultivating young persons to 

t>ecome Involved in dvw life. (Ibid.) Accordingly, the sending of the two electronic mail 
O communications here were not a primary purpose of the organization. 

Furthemiore, as the communtoations were sent to its mailing list, it was not a 
prohibited corporate oontn'bution or expenditure under the Act. See 11 Code of Federal 
Regulations section 114.2. Finally, as the electronte mails were sent via the intemet. 
they were not a regulated 'piMc communication' under the Act. 2 U.S.C. § 431(22) 
defines a 'publk: communteation.' regulated under the Act, as 'a communication by 
means of any broadcast, cable, or satellite communication, newspaper, magazine, 
outdoor advertising facility, mass mailing, or telephone bank to the general public, or 
any otiier form of general publk: political advertising.' This othenwise extenshm list does 
not Inckjde Intemet communications, including electronic mail. 

77ie communications directed potantial donors to a separata entity which accepted the 
donations and provided the required diaciosures 

The communications included a electronic link to a separate website run by a 
separate entity, AdBlue. (Hamparian Decl., para. 3.) That website included all of the 
necessary disclosures required under the AcL (Hamparian Ded., para. 3.) A true and 
oorract copy of the AdBlue disclosure page that the oommunications refarenced Is 
attadied hereto as Exhibit A to tiie Hamparian Declaration, para. 4.) 

Any AN(^ expenditures on the communications were a de minimis expense 

The communications kwoh/ed here were very Inexpensh/e, and represent a tiny 
percentage ofthe ANCA's annual budget The group's annual budget is over $500,000. 
and less than $500 in resources was expended in preparing and sending these 
communications. (Hachikian Ded., para. 7.) Specifically, the group spent $210 to send 
the emails and used approximately $90 in man hours to prepare and transmit the 
documents. (IbM.) Aooordlngly, these communications cost less than one tenth of one 
pefce/if of the group's annual budget Thus, even If the Commlsston does find a 
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potential violation here, it is of such a dia minimis nature that it shouki not be 
prosecuted. 

For the above reasons, ANCA did not vtolate the Ad. Thus, the (Emission 
shouki dismiss the complaint. 

Please conted me with any questions or concems. Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

SPG.da 

cc: Ken Hachikian 
Amnen Martin. Esq. 
Julie Hayward Biggs, Esq. 

Endosures 

BURKE. WILLIAMS & SORENSEN, LLP 

^^/if(\f^ 
SARAH P. GORMAN 
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C E R T t r X C A T E 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY Chat all provisions o£ the DISTRICT OF CQUJNBIA 

• 
HOII-PlOrXT CORFORATIOM ACT hava been complied wich and accordinsLy 

this CERTIFICATE of Incorporaticwi 
is hereby issued to THE ARMBBIAil llATIOWM..COiEgTlBE OF AMERICA .. 

as ot January 6 

Marion Barry, Jr. 
Mayor 

Aaaiatant 

Donald G. Murray 
Acting Director 

R. Benjamin Johnson 
Administrator 
Business ReRuLation AdminLscricicn 

Vaiidy Jamiacmi Jr. 
Superintendent of CorporacLons 
Corporations Division 

• • • 



THE RRMBMIAM WRTIOWAL COMMITTEE OF RMRRieR.̂  • 

We, tha underaigned natural peraona of the age of twenty-one 

yeara or moror acting aa incorporatora of a Corporation purauant 

to the District of Columbia Nonprofit Corporation Act: 
to ' 
CO FIRST: The name of the Corporation ia The Armenian National 
CP 
'̂T - Committee of Aaieriea. ' 
CO 

SECOND: The period of duration ia perpetual. 
THIRD: The purpoae or purposes for which the Corporation ia 

Q 

^ -organised ia aa fol Iowa: 

Promote greater public uaderatAndiag of. the aapirationa of the 

Armenian people and ita hiatoric tiea to the United Sta tea. 

Propose and guide policy on mattera of common interest 

to Armenian-Americana through participation in the American 

democratic proceaa. 

Gather and diaaeminate information affecting the Armenian-American 

Community. 

. For the Purpoaaa •aforeaaidf the Corporation aha 11 have the 

following powera: 

(1) TO amend the Articles of Incorporation with the eonaent of 

auch auaiber of the membera aa may be permitted by law and aa aet 

forth in the By-Lawa of thia Corporation. 

121 fe do and perform all lawful acta and thinga deemed neceaaary 

or proper ia the judgeaient of the Board of Directora to promote the 

objeete of the Corporation. 
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(31 The foregoing enumeration of the powera of the Corporation 

is made in furtherance and not in limitation of the powera conferred 

upon the Corporation by law, and it ia not intended by the mention 

of any particular power to limit or reatrict any of the powera 

'granted to the Corporation by law.' 

^ (4) All of the powera herwinbeforw granted to the Corporation axe 

^ to be ao eiMrcized that no part of any money or other aaaeta received 

^ from any aource by the Corporation, irtiich is a nonprofit Corporation, 

ahall at any time in any manner inure to the benefit of any mantoer, 

• 
director, officer, or other individual, except that reaaonable 

. compensation may be paid to membera or aonmeBa>er8 of the Corporation 

for aervices actually rendered in carrying out the purpoaaa and 

objeete of the Corporation. The Board of Directbra ahall have the 

right to diaaolve the Corporation in conformity with the provisions 

of the District of Columbia Nonprofit Corporation Act when, in ita judgement, auch diaaolution ia neceaaary and proper. Upon diasolutien, the aaaeta, funda an̂  property of the Corporation ahall be aaaigned and conveyed to or fer the uae of one or mere other organisations or ita aucceaaor provision, aa ahall be deaignated by the Board of Directora. FOURTH: The Corporation, will not have any membera. FIFTH: The buaineaa of the Corporation shall be managed by a Board of Directora» the number of Directora may be increaaed in accordance with the By-Lawa of the Corporation# but ahall never be leaa than three (31. 
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SIXTH: The Addreaa, including street and nuaber, of its initial 

regiatered office ia iSOl Fennaylvaaia Ave, Suite 503, N.W., 

Naahington, D.C. 20006 and the name of ita initial regiatered 

agent at auch addreaa ia Mr. Vahe Yacoubian. The Board of Directora 

by a majority vote may change the location of the principal office 
CO 

Q to any place within the United Statea of America. 
CO SEVENTH: The number of directora conatituting the initial Board 
rsj i 
<iT Of Directora is Five 15)» and the namee and addreaaea, including 

0 atreet and nuaMr, of the peraona who are to aerve aa the initial 
HI 

<H Directora until their aucceaaora be elected or appointed in accordance 

with the By-Laws are: 

1. Mr. Garo Armenian 
€006 Balaam Drive 
McLean, Va. 22101 

2. Nr. Levon Kirakoaian 
717 N. Temple St. , Suite 222 
Loa Angelea, Ca. 90012 

3. Nr. Aram Railian 
GSB Building, Suite SIS 
City Line «s Belmont Ave. 
Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 19004 

4. Nr. Hanaa Boujikian 
1742 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Torrance, Ca. 90501 

5. Nr. Hrayr Boyadjian 
3009 Black awiat Rd. 
Norriatown. Pa.' 



INCORPORATION ARTXCLES 
page 4 

EIGHTH: The name and addreaa# iDCluding atreet and nuiftier, of 

each incorporator ia: 

o) 
CO 
0 
CO 

rsl 

Q 

HI 

1. Nr. vabe Yacoubian 
1816 New Hamphahire Ave., 
Suite ff40S 
mashington, D.C, 20009 

2. Nr. Aram Railian 
GSB Building, Suite fSlS 
City Line a Belmont Ave. 
Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 19004 

3. Nr. Levon Kirakoaian 
717 N. Temple St. 
Suite 222 
Loa Angelea, Ca. 90012 

mr. Levon EirakoaTin 

INCORPORATORS 



INCORPORATION ARTICLES 
page 5 

o 
0> 

o 
CO 

sr 

o 

Executed thia J3t day of Pit̂ ŝ ln < . 19S6 
STdKHE aP CNciFeaifciiD 
BiaSmAefc ef CalambiaJ aa: 
ceiMiTV #p ts^ â sa»fS> $V<^VA 

I* ^fitM oiA^jiui^f a Notary Public in and forth the BiatricL 
CAMfaFMia-. . . . . 

of hereby certify that on the JO. day of 

|)4t.Aiii#wb*r . 19S6, peraonally appeared before me. Nr. Vahe Yacoubian 

whOf. being by me firat aworn, declared, that they aigned the fore­

going document aa incorporatora, and that the etatements therein 

contained are true. 
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Executed thia L7 day of v l ^ ^ 1996 

Dlatrict of Columbia, aa: 

If ff/KT/M A //i|4i , a Notary Public in and forth the Btetrict 

of CeluHbtr, hereby certify that on the /V day of 

KTU L. Y 1986, pereonally appeared before me. Nr. Aram Railian, 

who, being by ma firat aworn, declared, that they aigned the fore­

going document aa incorporatora, and that the atatementa therein 

contained are true. 

Notary Public 

Bat • . 
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sUvs Bgrt Ithllan 

laon Elraknaian 

OfPICIALSRAL 
SLVASmnjIIOIAN 

aomarPUBuc 

I, 

to ba the oefsonM wheea namaM -JUL 

imi IMMkCftl 



ActBlue Page lof 2 

Act 
Contribute now to Citizens for Kriicorian 
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I wouM fflia to eoMrlbula: 
O 925.00 0160.00 O $100.00 O $250.00 

O $500.00 O $imOO O $2^.00 • $ 1.00 

I would Ufce to make thie uuiiliSwUuii! 
a» Onoe. O Each month, for the next 

Payment information 
AylMiWl ^ aooopi Visa, MaBtoreaid, American Bcpiese. and Discover. 

Stored your intormation with ActBUie Express?' 

Credit Card Number 
2008 

OfiL Z|B_ 

Country 
United Stales 

&mall 

g Pleaae e-mail me occaskmal 
updates about AdBlue. (See 
mirnrivacy policy.) 

Employment information 
Campaign flnenoe taw requlrss us to colled and rspoft your occupation and employer, 
thla biloriiwlloii aie arfU be faraed io lefUnd your eontribution. Ptoaae do mi 

.In 
btarfcorentorm", 

Empniyer 

If not employed, ptoaae erttar ind employed". Comptate even K seif- if not employed, ptoaae enter '^wne*. 
H aelf-empioyed. please enter 'WBT. 

Contribution Eligibility 
I confirm that tha folowino 

1. lsma(Mid8MB80ltaMiera. 
2. 1MB oonMtatftan to fiMds froni ny OMI fundii 

pwpoM of insUno ttto oonMbuloii. 
3. I un nwMna thto oonMbuMon wSi iHf MRi 

era true and aeeurala. 

VB not taotap piBvldod tD nm by uioihBr pMion or lor ttM 

tfwacsftf sndnotwIBisopiBowiiBOf fcudhsoiBwdBcwdorsBMd 

4. I Ml not a lodiMI oonbidor. 
8. 1 wn ll tonot olpKiMn yovs oU. 

htlpi:/y!ncure.acd>lue.ooiii/coiilributd|pegB/bitizen8fn 9/16/2009 
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Why Tip ActBlue? 
AdBlue does nd rnaica a proItt off Of your conlrtoulioa weve a pdMcal non̂ iron 
Domocrato win. 

Wa depend on your support to continue our work, to hetp more campaigns, and to Improve our se^ 
toaveusatip. 

#Notlp O$0X)5(S%tip) O$0.10(10%tip) O0then$ 

I ConBnMO-almcd.llrashed ") 

^ OonfirMtairisareridCBVHtodbĉ  
CD 
0 FadMlBwraqutasustoieeourlMdemirtetoailBdandrsporflhenam^ 
^ arryitoyor/brAridMdbabNfAoseoonfiAû  
CO 
rM 
ST 

o 

Paid Ibr by AdBlue (iiMm.adblue.oom) and nd authortzed by any candidato or cand 
ContribuHans to AdBlue are nd tax dadudbto. 

fanps://8ecureMfolue.coni/contribotB/page/dtiiensfoikri^^ 9/16/2009 
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PROOF OF SERVICE BY OVERNIGHT DEUVERY 

I am a citizen of (he United States and employed in Los Angeles County, California. I am 

over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within-entitled action. My business address 

is 444 South Flower Street, Suite 2400, Los Angdes, California 90071-2953. On September 17, 

2009,1 deposited with Federal Express, a true and correct copy of the within documents: 

ARMENL\N NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF AMERICA'S 
ANSWER TO COMPLAINT #MUR 6211 

in a sealed envelope, addressed as follows: 

Thomasema P. Duncan 
General Counsel 
Federal Elecdon Commission 
999 E. Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Following ordinary busuiess practices, the envelope was sealed and placed for collection 

Federal Express on this date, and would, in the ordmary course of business, be retrieved by 

Federal Express for overnight delivery on this date. 

I declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar of this court at whose 

duection the service was made. 

Executed on September 17,2009, at Los Angeles, Calil 

LA 141444884-1644 vl 



RECEIVED 
FEDERAL ELECTIDN 

COMMISSION 

FEDERAL ELECTION C0MMI88I0N 2MSEP 18 PHBsSS 
90BE Street. NW 
Washington, DO 20468 OFFICE OF GENERAL 

COUNSEL 

8TATEM6NT0F OGBIQNATION OF COUNSEL 
Plsais wM.tfWifonn fw ssoh WssPOTdsntfOllanL 

FAX (898)8184888 

MUR< 6211 

NAME OF OOUNBEt! Sarah P. CorMn 
0 
sr PIBM.' Burke, Willi—e h Soreneen CO 

rM APDWEaB!444 8. Ploeer Streeta Suite 2400 

p Loa Angelea, CA 90071 
TELEPHONE- QFPtCÊ  213 1 236-2709 

FAXI 213| 236-2700 

The above-named Individual andfor firm la hereby dsalsnatad aa nqr 
oounast and la authorized to raosWs sny noilfloatlona snd elhsr oommunloationa 
ftom ths Oonunlaalon and to sot on my behsEtMlors the Oomndeelon. 

9/17/2009 ^ f ^ ^ ^ , l / fjwk,t,Ailrta>t̂  Chairman . 
Rbtpondani/ OSsnt atflnatureT Date ~ Mbtpondani/ OSsnt atgnatura Title 

REBPONDBIT/OLIENT Aieemdn Rational ComiAttmm af A îrle* 
(Fltase Prtnt) 
MAILING 1711 N street NW, Washington, DC 20036 

1\ 

TELEPHONE-HOMG( 

HIIBINBBBtî U 202 t 775-1918 

hdMambn ta SSIRB aatwia as BBK ef ae kMasiUtaR behM eairfUBtad few the Pktani SbOitan 
OmmWtaNmimiSSmseiiimm̂  
BiMUtaBHianBAiBanvkMMamMteeBBmHlatffcvaMitaBaMataawOaBaHl̂ ^ 
isB aapiSBS SNwtas oasamdef tha pwsas asdsr ImmmbMlaR 


